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Members of the Queen Village 
South Philly Jam will pay tribute 
to the 50th anniversary of Wood-

stock with a special participatory con-
cert at Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church 
on August 24 from 2 to 5 p.m. Anyone is 
welcome to play, sing, or enjoy the mu-
sic, and the event will serve as a collec-
tion point for donated instruments for 
Musicopia, which will distribute them to 
Philadelphia students in need. This Phila-
delphia nonprofit organization provides 
opportunities for children to experience, 
learn, perform, and appreciate music. 

The jam’s weekly regular and drop-
in visitors aim to recreate backyard jam 
magic, welcoming all musicians and vo-
calists to share popular rock, R&B, folk, 
and country songs. The free jam is hosted 
at Settlement Music School, 416 Queen 
St., in the first-floor recital hall on Thurs-
day evenings from 6:30 to 9 p.m., and all 
are invited to join. 

Back before recorded music, air-con-
ditioning, and the internet kept people 
in their homes, neighbors commonly 
played music in backyards and on front 
porches in Queen Village. The South 
Philly Jam has recreated that culture of 
backyard neighborhood gatherings and 
provides a remarkable open-door space 
for neighborhood singers and instrumen-
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talists to build a fun musical time with an 
unplugged sound. 

Some Jam members, such as Mindy 
Gumminger, attribute their creative 
growth to family role models. 

“I have loved music ever since my 
grandfather sang to me when I was 
young,” she said. “I loved to sing in school 
and later as an adult in various commu-
nity choruses.” 

Nancy Morgenstern, a founding mem-
ber of the South Philly Jam,  recalls the in-
spiration of her father from the New York 
folk scene. “I learned from my late father, 
Bill Pressman, one of the Washington 
Square, Greenwich Village ’50s folk reviv-
alists who played banjo and guitar along-
side legends such as Pete Seeger. My fa-
ther’s repertoire later included civil rights 
hymns and ’60s anti-war protest songs.”

Amateurs welcome
Many amateur musicians are looking 
for a place to build confidence, explore 
new musical genres, new instruments, or 
singing with others but are less focused 
on a faithful reproduction of an artist’s 
technique. It’s common for amateur mu-
sicians and vocalists to practice without 
the benefits of collaboration. 

Gumminger, a new member, believes 
the jam helped to enhance her confi-

dence and singing skills. 
“Joining the South Philly Jam has al-

lowed me to experiment with singing in a 
variety of styles with more improvisation 
than I have ever tried,” she said. “It is a wel-
coming and fun group of people that en-
courages participation without judgment. 
I am so glad to have found this group!” 

Since 2015 when the group was 
formed, a real circle of collaboration has 
developed. Anna Alberici, a guitarist, has 
been involved for the past three years. 

“It has truly been a blessing in my life,” 
said Alberici. “There is a special feeling of 
camaraderie that develops when we suc-
cessfully execute a new song together.”

Morgenstern summed up the feelings 
of many in the group. 

“The South Philly Jam has given me a 
community of like-minded souls whose 
generous sharing of songs and patience 
with differing levels of skill and experi-
ence is key,” she said. “We come together 
from many different ages, backgrounds, 
and musical aptitudes to enjoy making 
music and to learn from each other.”  ■


